
Short Story/AP Open-Ended Prompt Quiz 
 

Choosing 5 of the following 7 AP prompts and short stories, create an introductory paragraph.  
The entire prompt is included.  Even though you will be using short stories, include the title, 
author and genre in your passage.    Answer on your own piece of paper. 
  
“A & P” by John Updike 
In some works of literature, childhood and adolescence are portrayed as times graced by 
innocence and a sense of wonder; in other works, they are depicted as times of tribulation and 
terror. Focusing on a single novel or play, explain how its representation of childhood or 
adolescence shapes the meaning of the work as a whole 
 
 
 
 
“A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner 
The most important themes in literature are sometimes developed in scenes in which a death 
or deaths take place. Choose a novel or play and write a well-organized essay in which you 
show how a specific death scene helps to illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole. 
Avoid mere plot summary. 
 
 
 
 
“A Worn Path” by Eudora Welty 
Morally ambiguous characters -- characters whose behavior discourages readers from 
identifying them as purely evil or purely good -- are at the heart of many works of literature. 
Choose a novel or play in which a morally ambiguous character plays a pivotal role. Then 
write an essay in which you explain how the character can be viewed as morally ambiguous 
and why his or her moral ambiguity is significant to the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot 
summary. 
 
 
 
 
“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allen Poe 
One definition of madness is "mental delusion or the eccentric behavior arising from it." But 
Emily Dickinson wrote: 

Much madness is divinest Sense- 
To a discerning Eye- 

Novelists and playwrights have often seen madness with a "discerning Eye." Select a novel or 
play in which a character's apparent madness or irrational behavior plays an important role. 
Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain what this delusion or eccentric 
behavior consists of and how it might be judged reasonable. Explain the significance of the 
"madness" to the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 
 
 



“The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” by Katherine Anne Porter 
Choose a novel or play that depicts a conflict between a parent (or a parental figure) and a 
son or daughter. Write an essay in which you analyze the sources of the conflict and explain 
how the conflict contributes to the meaning of the work. Avoid plot summary. 
 
 
 
 
“Half a Day” by Naguib Mahfouz 
Some works of literature use the element of time in a distinct way. The chronological sequence of 
events may be altered, or time may be suspended or accelerated. Choose a novel, an epic, or a play of 
recognized literary merit and show how the author's manipulation of time contributes to the 
effectiveness of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 
 
 
 
 
“Miss Brill” by Katherine Mansfield 
Choose a character from a novel or play of recognized literary merit and write an essay in 
which you (a) briefly describe the standards of the fictional society in which the character exists 
and (b) show how the character is affected by and responds to those standards. In your essay 
do not merely summarize the plot. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  


